
- Gain an understanding of the challenges 
faced by minority artists in predominantly 
white artistic environments and the 
importance of authentic representation in 
theater and the arts.

- Explore the role of individuals like Nate 
Jacobs in advocating for change within the 
theater industry, empowering 
marginalized communities, and creating a 
platform for underrepresented voices.

- Reflect on the impact of WBTT in 
fostering diversity, equity and 
inclusion within the theater. 
landscape.

E P I S O D E S U M M A R Y
This episode delves into the 
transformative journey of Nate 
Jacobs, the visionary behind the West 
Coast Black Theatre Troupe (WBTT).

L E A R N I N G
O U T C O M E S
Upon listening, you will be able to:

D I S C U S S I O N 
Q U E S T I O N S

Rising Above the Racial Issues of the Past to Inspire 
the Next Generation of Performing Artists 

E P I S O D E 1 : A C O N V E R S A T I O N W I T H NATE JACOBS 

- How did Nate Jacob's experience at the 
Asolo Theatre shape his vision for WBTT? 
How did his encounters with stereotypical 
roles inspire him to create a space for 
authentic representation and diversity in 
theater?

- In what ways WBTT challenges 
traditional norms and narratives within 
the theater industry? How does Nate 
Jacobs' commitment to inclusivity 
contribute to reshaping the cultural 
landscape in theater?

- How can theater and the arts can 
serve as a catalyst for social change and 
community empowerment? What lessons 
can aspiring artists learn from Nate' 
Jacob's story in terms of fostering 
diversity, inclusion and representation 
within creative spaces?

ringling.edu/risingtogether
diversity@ringling.edu

Stay connected, stay engaged, keep rising together 
with us.




