Ringling College of Art + Design

ESOL PROGRAM

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF
OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)

International students and speakers of other languages are supported in
many ways here at Ringling College of Art and Design. We know that our
home, Sarasota, Florida, has a culture different to that of the 65 countries
represented by our international students, and the ESOL Program faculty
and staff understand that adapting to a culture different from your

own takes some adjustment. We are here to support your academic
acculturation. The ESOL Program offers ESOL classes and English
language tutoring to students whose first language is not English.

OUR GOALS

The services and goals of our program include:

+ HELPING YOU FEEL MORE CONFIDENT SPEAKING
ENGLISH, WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES AND YOUR TEACHERS
* HELPING YOU INCREASE YOUR LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY,
IN SPEAKING, PRONUNCIATION, WRITING, LISTENING,
AND READING
* HELPING YOU LEARN AND UNDERSTAND HOW
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS AND ETIQUETTE WORK
HERE AT RINGLING COLLEGE
Our program and classes were developed specifically
for Ringling College students!

OUR PROGRAMS

Our comprehensive ESOL Programs are designed

to introduce non-native English speakers to the
resources available to them on campus while also
building writing, reading, speaking, and listening
proficiency and outlining classroom expectations

and etiquette. Our programs provide students with
opportunities to explore the language and prepare for
success in their Studio and Liberal Arts courses. From
vocabulary practice to discussions and presentations,
students can take the skills directly from our programs
to their studio classes and their Liberal Arts classes to
join and participate in the communities of their majors.

Programs include:

+ ESL SKILLS TO CONNECT STUDENTS WITH CAMPUS
SERVICES AND STAFF

+ WRITING STUDIO TO ENHANCE READING AND
WRITING PROFICIENCY

ESL Skills: Joining the Ringling Community is a one-
semester course created to introduce international
ESOL students to the resources and nuances of life

at Ringling College. This course introduces students
to campus resources such as Career Services, the
Academic Resource Center, the Library, and the Health
Center. As part of the Ringling Community, you will feel
comfortable approaching each of these departments
when necessary throughout your time at the College.

ESL Skills is designed to:

* IMPROVE CLASSROOM AND CAMPUS LIFE EXPERIENCE

* STRENGTHEN COMMUNICATION WITH FACULTY
AND STAFF
+ INTRODUCE PROPER CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE
AND EXPECTATIONS
Thirty to forty percent of our international student
population takes this course to ease the transition of
studying in a new country.

Our ESL class sizes are small, and we guarantee
individualized attention, a necessary factor in ensuring
we meet the distinct needs of each student.



LANGUAGE SKILLS PRACTICED:

Students in the ESOL Program will work individually and in groups
to build the skills they need to succeed in their courses and after
graduation. This is why we offer practice in the following:

LARGE AND SMALL GROUP
DISCUSSION

PRESENTATIONS

READING COMPREHENSION
NOTE TAKING

LISTENING SKILLS

GRAMMAR

PRONUNCIATION
VOCABULARY

CRITIQUES

SHORT ANSWERS FOR TESTING
LEARNING STRATEGIES

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Throughout this program, students will learn to:

ENGAGE IN CLEAR COMMUNICATION

STATE CONCISE OPINIONS
AND IDEAS

LEARN NEW VOCABULARY
DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

BUILD HIGHER LEVEL SPEAKING AND
LISTENING SKILLS

PRACTICE INTERVIEWS

UNDERSTAND CLASSROOM
ETIQUETTE

=

DEVELOP READING COMPREHENSION
FOR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL
MATERIALS

USE NATIVE-LIKE INTONATION AND
PRONUNCIATION

EXPLORE AND UNDERSTAND THEIR
NEW SURROUNDINGS

DISCOVER BEST PRACTICES FOR
SUCCESS AT RINGLING COLLEGE

Ringling College
of Art + Design

PLACEMENT & ASSESSMENT

Placement into ESL Skills is determined by the ESOL Program
Coordinator and ESOL faculty. During Orientation, new international
students take a listening and speaking assessment and complete a
writing placement essay. The program staff also take into account
TOEFL scores and other criteria from a student’s admissions file as
appropriate. Program faculty and Advising staff work closely together
to place students in classes that best suit their needs and ensure their
success. Class placement is smooth and seamless: if you are to take
ESL Skills, you will know before the first day of classes.

LEARN MORE AT www.ringling.edu/internationalstudents
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